Home Again                          [1806
Whether or no the above story is true, Kitty did not pass
all the years of Arthur's absence in fruitless sighing, for two
or three years before his return she seems to have considered
the possibility of taking someone else as a husband.
This was Lowry Cole,* an officer who afterwards served
under Wellington in the Peninsula. Kitty played fast and
loose with the young man's affections, according to a member
of his family, who states that " Lowry since that love affair
with Kitty Pakenham seems like a burnt child to fear the
fire_____"*
But at first Arthur's home life was not so bad, there may
have been even a certain amount of quiet happiness. He
was a married man with a home of his own, which had per-
haps been one of the secret longings hidden away beneath his
reserved exterior. He had at last a domestic centre. There
was, too, the joy of an expected baby to look forward to,
which must, for a while, have drawn him closer to the woman
he had married.
As for Kitty, in spite of her fears she was probably at this
time completely happy. She had got her hero, even if he
was a little overwhelming; she was married to Arthur Welles-
ley j what more could any woman want ?
They took up their abode at No. n Harley Street, and
during that summer as long as Parliament was sitting Arthur
was occupied with Richard's interests.
The end of the summer saw him back at Hastings in his
military Command.
He was still there in October and beginning to chafe a bit
at not being sent overseas.
Another of my regiments has received orders to march to Deal [he
wrote his eldest brother on October 26th], where I suppose it is to embark
1 Lowry Cole, p. 27*
* Cole, Sir Galbraith Lowry, General, 1772-1842. Second son of
William Willoughby Cole, ist Earl of Enniskillen in the peerage of
Ireland.